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Rights-of-Way and Renewable Energy Avoidance or  

Exclusion Areas by Alternative 
 

 

 
Analysis 

Area 

Alternative A 

(Current 

Management) Alternative B Alternative C 

Alternative D 

(Preferred 

Alternative) 

Floodplains, flooded soils & 

riparian areas 
 Open Avoidance Exclusion 

Avoidance – 

All types of 

ROWs 

Sensitive soils (low restoration 

potential, low fugitive dust 

resistance) 

 Open Avoidance Exclusion 

Avoidance -  

All types of 

ROWs 

Steep slopes 
Slopes 

over 25% 
Open Avoidance Exclusion 

Avoidance - 

All types of 

ROWs 

Fisheries reservoirs with 

fisheries 

0.25 mi. 

buffer 
Open Avoidance Exclusion 

Avoidance -  

All types of 

ROWs 

Bighorn sheep habitat  Open Avoidance Exclusion 

Avoidance -  

All types of 

ROWs 

Big game wintering areas  Open Avoidance Exclusion 

Avoidance – 

All Types of 

ROWS 

Greater sage-grouse wintering 

areas 
 Open Avoidance Exclusion 

Exclusion – 

Renewable 

Energy ROWs. 

Avoidance - 

Other types of 

ROWs 

Sharp-tailed grouse/greater 

prairie-chicken brood 

rearing/nesting areas  

2 mi. 

buffer 
Open Avoidance --- 

Avoidance -  

All types of 

ROWs 

3 mi. 

buffer 
--- --- Exclusion --- 

Sharp-tailed grouse/greater 

prairie-chicken leks 

0.25 mi. 

buffer 
Open Avoidance --- --- 

0.50 mi. 

buffer 
--- --- Exclusion 

Exclusion – 

Renewable 

Energy ROWs 

Avoidance – 

Other types of 

ROWs 
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Analysis 

Area 

Alternative A 

(Current 

Management) Alternative B Alternative C 

Alternative D 

(Preferred 

Alternative) 

Interior least tern & piping 

plover 
 Open Avoidance Exclusion 

Avoidance -  

All types of 

ROWs 

Peregrine falcon aerie 

0.5 mi. 

buffer 
Open Avoidance --- 

Exclusion – 

Renewable 

Energy ROWs 

Avoidance – 

Other types of 

ROWs 

1.0 mi. 

buffer 
--- --- Exclusion --- 

Bald eagle nests 

0.25 mi. 

buffer 
Open Avoidance --- --- 

0.5 mi. 

buffer 
---- --- Exclusion 

Exclusion – 

Renewable 

Energy ROWs 

Avoidance – 

Other types of 

ROWs 

Sensitive raptor nests 

0.25 mi Open Avoidance --- 

Exclusion – 

Renewable 

Energy ROWs 

Avoidance – 

Other types of 

ROWs 

0.5 mi. 

buffer 
--- --- Exclusion --- 

Other raptor nests 
0.25 mi. 

buffer 
Open Avoidance Exclusion 

Exclusion – 

Renewable 

Energy ROWs 

Avoidance – 

Other types of 

ROWs 

Greater sage-grouse PPAs 

4 

polygons 
No similar Avoidance --- 

Exclusion – 

Renewable 

Energy ROWs 

Avoidance – 

Other types of 

ROWs 

5 

polygons 
No similar --- Exclusion --- 

Greater sage-grouse leks 

0.25 mi. 

buffer 
Open --- --- --- 

0.50 mi. 

buffer 
--- Avoidance --- --- 
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Analysis 

Area 

Alternative A 

(Current 

Management) Alternative B Alternative C 

Alternative D 

(Preferred 

Alternative) 

1.0 mi. 

buffer 
--- --- Exclusion 

Exclusion – 

Renewable 

Energy ROWs 

Avoidance – 

Other types of 

ROWs 

Greater sage-grouse brood 

rearing/nesting habitat outside 

of PPAs (in GHAs) 

3 mi. 

buffer 
Open Avoidance --- --- 

4 mi. 

buffer 
--- --- Exclusion 

Avoidance -  

All types of 

ROWs 

VRM Class 2 Open Avoidance Exclusion 

Exclusion – 

Renewable 

Energy ROWs 

Avoidance – 

Other types of 

ROWs 

Fort Meade ACEC outside the 

ROW corridor 
 Exclusion Avoidance Exclusion 

Exclusion -  

All types of 

ROWs 

Fossil Cycad ACEC  Open Avoidance Exclusion 

Exclusion -  

All types of 

ROWs 

Fort Meade SRMA buffer only 

(Fort Meade ACEC addresses 

the interior area) 

½ mile 

buffer 
--- Avoidance --- 

Exclusion – 

Renewable 

Energy ROWs 

Avoidance – 

Other types of 

ROWs 

1 mile 

buffer 
-- --- Exclusion --- 

Exemption Area SRMA and 

SRMA buffer 

½ mile 

buffer 
--- Avoidance --- 

Exclusion – 

Renewable 

Energy ROWs 

Avoidance – 

Other types of 

ROWs 

1 mile 

buffer 
--- --- Exclusion --- 
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